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The main factor in such climatic variations is rainfall. Corn can get
along with a small supply of moisture during the early and late parts of
its life, but from the end of June to early August, when the ears are devel-
oping, plenty of water is essential. The great corn-producing states of
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, and Oklahoma,
with the corn-growing parts of the neighboring states, plant 80 to 90
million acres of corn each year. If the July rainfall of this area averages
about 2l/z inches in one year and 3l/2 in another the difference in the yield
of corn is about 6l/2 bushels per acre, or the huge amount of more than
half a billion bushels. Another inch of rain adds nearly half as much
more. It scarcely seems credible that a single inch of rain can produce
such tremendous results, even though it covers such a large area. Surely
rainfall is a geographic variable of almost unlimited power.
Luckily the whole country never suffers from deficient rainfall at one
time. Yet in years such as the early nineties and in 1934 the deficiency
was very widespread. In 1896 the average income of all the farmers in the
country fell to only two thirds of its level in 1891. In 1930, 1934, and
1936 even more widespread drought occurred, bringing distress to prac-
tically the whole interior of the United States. Not only did many of
the crops fail, but also the smaller streams in some places dried up and
water supplies gave out. Forage for animals was also ruined so that many
cattle died of hunger. In addition to many million dollars given through
the Red Cross, Congress appropriated hundreds of millions of dollars for
relief of the farmer, and gave far larger sums to provide work on public
enterprises.
Under normal economic conditions, if the number of farmers is right
in proportion to the needs of the rest of the population, abundant and
well-distributed rainfall has a great effect on prosperity in general. Not
only do the farmers prosper, but also the railroads receive far larger sums
than usual for freight on the abundant crops and on the goods that are
bought in exchange for them. The merchants prosper, for many more
shoes, hats, suits, dresses, plows, clocks, knives, automobiles, and all sorts of
manufactured goods are bought by the farmers in the good years than in
the bad. Many factories also prosper, for since the farmers buy more
goods than usual, the factories run on full time. Thus few people are out
of work, and the manufacturing people as well as the farmers have more
than the ordinary amount of money to spend. Newspapers and magazines
are bought more frequently than at other times, moving pictures and
other amusements are patronized with greater freedom. Moreover, many
farmers who have been in debt are able to pay of? their mortgages so that
capital is available for new*enterprises. The whole country feels a wave
o£ prosperity^ which shows itself not only in business, but also in quiet

